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"...we have direct strategic concerns.
The continuing destruction of a new UN member state challenges the principle that internationally recognized borders should not be altered by force...Bold tyrants and fearful minorities are watching to see whether 'ethnic cleansing' is a policy the world will tolerate.
If we hope to promote the spread of freedom or if we hope to encourage the emergence of peaceful multiethnic democracies, our answer must be a resounding no." --Secretary Christopher on Bosnia, February i0, 1993 "...the relationship between the United States and Russia has entered a new stage of mature strategic partnership based on equality, mutual advantage, and recognition of each other's national interests." --U.S.-Russian Summit Declaration, Moscow, January 14, 1994 "'What is taking place between Washington and Moscow is a sophisticated, diplomatically sanctioned carve-up of Bosnia,' said a senior UN official." --Financial Times, March 17, 1994 "There's no question that Russia and the Russian military was very instrumental in stabilizing Mr. Shevarnadze's position in Georgia."
--President Clinton, Moscow, January 14, 1994 "Ukraine now stands on the brink of a Bosnia-type cataclysm." --Janusz Bugayski, Washington Times, March 15, 1994
THE VICIOUS CIRCLE
A specter is haunting Europe. It is the specter of that virulent nationalism whose ultimate form is fascism --national socialism, aggression, genocide.
In West Europe, fascism is an unsettling undercurrent, manifested in a surge of xenophobia, racism, and right-wing The heart of appeasement, today as in the 1930's, is (I) the lack of moral and strategic vision, leadership, backbone, and empathy for human suffering; and (2) Even the architects of current U.S. policies accept, Russia will continue to grow more aggressive to its neighbors, particularly Ukraine, and more hostile to the West, and that U.S.
policy will continue to appease both Serbia and Russia. The history of this century has shown that it is not in the nature of fascism to be contained by appeasement, and that it is not in the nature of appeasement to give way to will and courage until fascism becomes an absolutely clear and present danger to the national survival of the appeaser. Even then, if past is precedent, it takes leaders of the stature of Winston Churchill and FDR to begin effective resistance, and dramatic national mobilization to make that resistance prevail.
That America and Russia can destroy each other with nuclear weapons may avert the repetition of total war as the culmination of the fascism/appeasement cycle of the 1990's. However, the reinforcing dynamic between fascism and appeasement, in the 1990's as in the 1930's, suggests that some sudden and dramatic shock --and a national security team neither predisposed to nor conditioned by appeasement --will be necessary to lift the U.S.
out of the vicious circles outlined above.
And yet --post-Cold-War America is stronger and wiser than Chamberlain's World War I-shaken Britain, or FDR's isolationist society.
Fascism is a discredited force. Appeasement is a discredited way of dealing with it. America is not condemned to relive past tragedies. All it needs is leaders who will face up honestly to the challenges we face.
